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You became MD at Abbey artefacts?

Universal had recently acquired EMI and
with it Abbey Road Studios. Part of the
brief was ‘here is a brand that has
recognition worldwide and yet nothing
much has been done with it outside of
north-west London’. My background was
very digital - and it’s important we think
about Abbey Road not justas a physical
building but in a digital world.

Do you have a daily routine?
When I come into Abbey
Road it’s all about the coffee
but also it's a lovely time
if you are in the studio
early because often
orchestras are warming
up. It's also that time
when those happy
accidents happen. I do
remember early doors
walking the corridors and
bumping into Paul McCartney.
The beautiful thing about this
place is that famous artists are coming
in to do a job. It all feels natural to be
grabbing your cup of tea with Noel
Gallagher on one side.

Mistakes, you've made a few?
We built three new studios nearly five
years ago. When we launched, I was

TOP TIP
‘Be as creative as the
eople who come into
the building every
day. It's so humbling
to see peop :
and then leave having
made an album or
track, and meanwhile
I've been
on Excel’
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There are oodles of artefacts. Everyop,
always laughs because they are just
sitting in corridors. Everything works i,
this building, no matter whether it was
a 1940s piece of equipment or last year
The most asked-for microphones are the
Neumann ones.

How have you been able to rajse
awareness of music en gineering
as a career with the Abbey

Road Institute?
We have a scholarship
running with two students
studying at the Abbey
Road Institute, which we
launched in 2020 on the
back of the Black Lives
Matter moverment. That
was particularly taking
students who are of black
origin but also from
underprivileged backgrounds
to give them the opportunity o
study production and engineering. We
did a huge exercise last International
Women's Day and we're repeating it this
year to inspire women to come into the
industry as a career path.

Abbey Road is 90 years old and
the pandemic was the first time
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haven't got my answer ri
_ ! ght. With the
different engineers I've tried a few
Shfner»e-rn: ones. I've tried Where The
eets Have No Name byt then I clearly
Eﬁt Someone who wasn't a U2 fap and
mle:.r said, “Yeah, but | hate that beat two
nutes in,’ which was something I'q
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What was your

Ahbe}' Road fan-girl ex}éeﬁence?
?'EEEU“E Bono - he's a charmer. U2 were
In here filming a BBC special a few years
380 WE had a good old natter about how
good it was to have an Irish person at the
helm. I tried to be a little bit profession?!
and not show [ was such a fan but
hEannE them live in Studio 1 at such
close quarters was dreamy:.

INTERVIEW BY PAUL SIMPER

Abbey Road's Equalise Festival
on March 5. See abbeyroad.co™



