IN THE STUDIO
WITH DURAN DURAN

IN JAPAN WITH
A-HA

USA §1.95 (by air) Australia $1.00 New Zealand $1.20 Malaysia $2.60 (by air) Germany DM3.30

THE BANGLES

.




¥ “I'M A BORN

Pics: Martin Haggerty.




Paul Simper catches up with a Kemp and his comeback.

Gary Kemp almostlooks nervous.

“It’s 18 months sincel lastdid an
interview,” he says, as we settle
down in the studio in the South Of
France, where Spandau are putting
the final touches to their long-long
awaited fifth album, ‘Through The
Barricades’.

From the pop public’s point-of-
view it’s been almost a lifetime since
Spandau released ‘Round And
Round’ —their last single —over
Xmas '84. Since then we've been
Sputnikked, A-Ha-d —even Foxed,
for our sins — and still no sign of
those Spands.

Justa lot of court cases (their
dispute with their record company
Chrysalis which they’'ve now left in
favour of the All-mighty, All-
powerful CBS), a whistle-stop Live
Aid, an early Greatest Hits, another
babba for Tony (little Toni) and the
news that Mart and Shirl are plying
the troth —sometime.

But finally, finally they’re back
with a new single, ‘Fight For
Ourselves’ and an album soon after.

Soisitlike starting over for Gary?
One question and those 18 months
of rustdisappear like that!. . .

“Yeah, itis like starting over though,
believe it or not, it had nothing to do
with the Chrysalis dispute. After
releasing four albums — plus the
Greatest Hits — and doing a really good
World Tour we felt it was time to give
ourselves and the people who buy
records a rest.

"Since we started in the Blitz-days
we’'d been caught up in a snowball that
lasted five years. After that long you
forget why you're making decisions,
why you're making records even.

“It was good to step back and try and
be objective about us and the music
business. Not be on the front covers,
have a chance to see what everyone
else looks like.

“l enjoyed not having the pressure of
trying to write an album in two weeks.
That to me is forced commercialism. It
should always be natural for a writer to
write but in this business it's never
natural. That's probably why people
burn out so quickly.”

What did you notice being on the
outside?

"l was surprised how much | wanted to
be back in the thick of it again. You
always think you can do it better. | don't
think the charts have been very
Interesting for a year and a half now. |
hoped that the Sigue Sigue Sputnik
thing was going to be successful
because | loved the Frankie period —

despite our spot of verbal violence with
them in the papers. That was their
initiation!

“Frankie was exciting but there
hasn't been that with Sigue Sigue
& Sputnik. People don't want to feel
they're been taken for mugs. They
want the band to have as much
conviction inthemselves as they have
inthe band.”

-

- Has Spandau Mk Il got a new
- attitudethen?

. "“Definitely. The born-again Spandaus
—anew record label, new sound, new
enthusiasm. I've got all the enthusiasm
now that | had when we did our first
album ‘Journeys To Glory'. We've got
to prove that we're the best band. And
there's not many left. Duran don’'t seem
towanttobeaband..."”
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“I’ve got all the enthusiasm now
that I had when we did our first
album. This time we’ve got to
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Steve (Dagger, their manager) and our
lawyers so | got on with writing the
album.

“One change we were particularly
pleased to make was that CBS can not
now sell our records in South Africa. |
think we're the first CBS band todo
this. And itwasn't easy.

“When we joined Chrysalis that was
something that never occurred to me.
You're so naive you can'timagine
‘*.;3 they're going to sell your records
" anywhere except England and maybe

- America. You can'timagine someone
in Hong Kong owning your record.
Then one day | was introduced to our
' South African record company . . .

“] think everyone should do the most
. they candoto change this. There's
&‘; white kids out there living a cushy lifein
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the suburbs who don’t know what's
 goingon inthe townships. | don't think

' they even know how anti-apartheid the

.| restoftheworldis.

ity “|s No. 1 sold in South Africa?”
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; o “» Afraid so
Has there ever been any danger of a every day. | don'tknow whether it's E}' £ P
Spandau split? 4 becausemy brother Martin'sinthe & (ot &8 G0N EASR ORI
“Never! There's so much spirit . band and how close we are, butit's buyyall S factrds stddenivraatR o
amongstus lot. You know Ithoughtif & very brotherly between us all _ hearsthathe can't buy tharz anymore

we took that time off because the band
isn't holding us together we might drift
into our own little areas with families
and friends but it hasn't happened.
“We've lived with each other through

then he's going to ask ‘why’?

“If kids there feel as seriously about
bands as they do here then hopefully
this move will make a difference. And

that need the whole. We're not
interested in solo careers right now.”
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Have you wanted to do solo work?

ey B

“l think we see ourselves as limbs =
"i

, | “Ithink eventually we all will. But right they are the next generation.
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Is ‘Through The Barricades’ —the

most they can do to change the
situation in South Africa. CBS are
now not allowed to sell ourrecords
there. Hopefully other bands will

b

.~ Have you made more time for your ;_
-
",

“I think everyone shoulddothe 55ipposeso. . . butrmtnekindot

person who's always thinking about

' things within the band. With the
. exception of Tony none of us has much
. of a private life outside the band.

“The best time we had was together

~  inDublin. No one's starstruck there.
' Theyreally accepted us. You can just
* walkinto any pub and someone’ll chat
. toyou.”

' Did you ever despair thatyou’'d

never make another record when
the court case was goingon?
“No, not really. We completely trusted

song you peformed solo for Red
Wedge — aboutireland?

“Not specifically, though that's how it
started. Really it's a classic Romeo and
Juliet—two people on different sides of
the border coming together with all the
problems that includes.

“‘We Are Virgin', which we
performed at Live Aid, is about Tony's
kids. | saw him with his children in
Ireland which must be the most
frightening situation for them ever. And
it's frightening watching them: they're
like little sponges that soak up and
imjtate everything they see. You think:



my God, how much should you protect
achild that's sitting in frontof the TV
watching everything from News At Ten
to The A-Team? There's so much
harmful junk. . : So ‘We Are Virgin'is
an anthem for them.”

Do you still want to be screamed at
and stuck on people’s bedroom
walls?

“lwon’t argue with that! But that's up to
them —whether they still find us
attractive!

“I think what was exciting from our
first time round — which I'm sure is still
about—is how involved people were
with the groups they followed. As | said
in an interview to you nearly two years
ago, it's a celebration of themselves —
their being there. It's not pure idol
worship. It's more a release of energy.”

“It worries me sometimes how
much I want to play live again.
Apart from Tony none of us has

much of apersonal life.”

Do you feel older now?
“Not really. | think the business keeps
you young. | mean it wrecks you
physically . . . (pauses thoughtfully). . .
butthat's probably our fault with all the
drinking.

“No. | don't feel older — just excited. |
can't waittodo ourfirst TOTP.”

What new things are there for
Spandau to achieve?
“Firstto get back to the top of course.
But we want to do more visual things —
make a film.

“I'd like Spandau to do something
spontaneous. Like The Beatles' A Hard
Day’s Night.”

Was ‘Fight For Ourselves’ your first
choice fora comeback single?

“Ilt was as soon as we played it. | think
‘Fight For Ourselves’ has the best
feeling we've had to a song since
‘Chant No. 1'. But that's not to say
we're spent after that. There's a lot of
other strong singles to come!”

Are the people screaming on the
record Spandau fans?

“Ohyes. We didn't nick it from Duran
Duran Live or anything like that! It's an
audience we played to in Rotterdam.”

Will the new stage show be very
different?

“Well as usual there'll be a lot of room
for us to run around in. Our set
designer came out with a model of the
stage set last week which was great. It
had little metal figures on it and they

He is afraid.

He is totally alone.

He is 3 million

light years from home.
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really looked like us.”

Are you frightened of playing live
again?

“Oh God, yeah. We won't be playing

Britain first — that'd be much too scary.
We'll play at home atthe end of the
year—so hangon!”

FROM FRIDAY JULY 18
RE Q| ABC

Gl BF L ]

E “ in FULHAMRD
70mm BAYSWATER
— d | limes phone Tpredala
Sep. progs. daily 1.00 3.30 6.00 8.30. Late show Fri & Sat 11.15pm, | 9200020024 hours EmE RD

LEICESTER SDUARE

AND ALL OVER LONDON

11




