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Paul Simper catches up with a Kemp and his comeback.

Gary Kemp almostlooks nervous.

“It’s 18 months sincel lastdid an
interview,” he says, as we settle
down in the studio in the South Of
France, where Spandau are putting
the final touches to their long-long
awaited fifth album, ‘Through The
Barricades’.

From the pop public’s point-of-
view it’s been almost a lifetime since
Spandau released ‘Round And
Round’ —their last single —over
Xmas '84. Since then we've been
Sputnikked, A-Ha-d —even Foxed,
for our sins — and still no sign of
those Spands.

Justa lot of court cases (their
dispute with their record company
Chrysalis which they’'ve now left in
favour of the All-mighty, All-
powerful CBS), a whistle-stop Live
Aid, an early Greatest Hits, another
babba for Tony (little Toni) and the
news that Mart and Shirl are plying
the troth —sometime.

But finally, finally they’re back
with a new single, ‘Fight For
Ourselves’ and an album soon after.

Soisitlike starting over for Gary?
One question and those 18 months
of rustdisappear like that!. . .

“Yeah, itis like starting over though,
believe it or not, it had nothing to do
with the Chrysalis dispute. After
releasing four albums — plus the
Greatest Hits — and doing a really good
World Tour we felt it was time to give
ourselves and the people who buy
records a rest.

"Since we started in the Blitz-days
we’'d been caught up in a snowball that
lasted five years. After that long you
forget why you're making decisions,
why you're making records even.

“It was good to step back and try and
be objective about us and the music
business. Not be on the front covers,
have a chance to see what everyone
else looks like.

“l enjoyed not having the pressure of
trying to write an album in two weeks.
That to me is forced commercialism. It
should always be natural for a writer to
write but in this business it's never
natural. That's probably why people
burn out so quickly.”

What did you notice being on the
outside?

"l was surprised how much | wanted to
be back in the thick of it again. You
always think you can do it better. | don't
think the charts have been very
Interesting for a year and a half now. |
hoped that the Sigue Sigue Sputnik
thing was going to be successful
because | loved the Frankie period —

despite our spot of verbal violence with
them in the papers. That was their
initiation!

“Frankie was exciting but there
hasn't been that with Sigue Sigue
& Sputnik. People don't want to feel
they're been taken for mugs. They
want the band to have as much
conviction inthemselves as they have
inthe band.”

-

- Has Spandau Mk Il got a new
- attitudethen?

. "“Definitely. The born-again Spandaus
—anew record label, new sound, new
enthusiasm. I've got all the enthusiasm
now that | had when we did our first
album ‘Journeys To Glory'. We've got
to prove that we're the best band. And
there's not many left. Duran don’'t seem
towanttobeaband..."”
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“I’ve got all the enthusiasm now
that I had when we did our first
album. This time we’ve got to
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prove we're the best.”
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